
May25, 1970 

Dr. Carl Djsrassi 
Department of Cherni s t r y 

Dr. Paul Berg 
Department of B ioc h emir t r y 

near Carl: 

I was so taken by the little brochure you sent me describing the 
Industrial Affiliates Program of the Departments oE Chemistry and 
Chemical Engineering that I am very much tempted to see if we can't 
organise something similar for the Department of Biochemistry. 
a r e  obviourrly a large number of candidates who could be looked to  for 
eome support of .the kind of program our department operates and, 
therefore, I wonder whether I could take advantage of your expertise in 
this area to get some help. 
first would be with pharmaceutical companies: I have already had some 
discussions with someone from Smith, Kline & French and reince I know 
Arnold Welch at  Squibb, I think I could approach him on this matter. 
However, there are, I would guess, many other potentially interested 
companies but f don't h o w  the appropriate people to contact and it is 
there you could give me some advice. 

There 

I think the contacts we should t ry  to develop 

The reason for thinking in term8 of pharmaceutical companies is 
that I see it a8 in their self-interest to want to support baeic research in 
a number of selected university centere. In the past, when the Govern- 
ment was funding rerearch at  a high level, there was no need for com- 
mercial outfits to supplement that effort, They reaped the benefits of the 
research going on in univereities. Now that the level of funding by the 
Government is reduced, there isr a real  danger of drying up those sources 
of basic information which the pharmaceutical companies depend upon. 
It aeems to me, therefore, that they have some obligation t o  take up aome 
of the slack caused by the lore of Government funding. I realise, ab course, 
that they can't support all of the research that wae previously coweta? by 
Government funds, but there a re  certainly kinds of support which C.Aanot be 
obtained through research grants but which a re  absolutely essential .or the 
successful operation of departments like ours (i. e. renovation funds, seed 
money for supporting new faculty, etc. ). It i r  in this area that an Induotrial 
Affiliates program seems to play a key role. In any case, any advice or 
help you could give me would be deeply appreciated. I would be glad to get 
together with you, perhaps sometime at lunch, if  that's possible. 

Sincar t ly  , 

Paul Berg 
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